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Busmess tack

trumps politics

;  the city's top. @gliﬁaans and commumty
leadets were, well, apoplectic, when they learned the
hde:al government had decided not to put any

money into the Centre of Excellence in Mining Innovation

based at Laurentian University.

“This is the modus operandi of the current federal govern-
ment. People challenge them publicly and they punish a
community,” Sudbury MPP Rick Bartolucci said.

“This is Clement being vindictive,” he added, referring to
federal cabinet minister Tony Clement, the minister respon-
sible for FedNor, the federal eeonomlc development pro-

Peter Kalsnr CEMI s chief executlve officer, called the
rejection “arrogant.” Mayor John Rodriguez and the city’s
two Liberal MPs, Diane Marleau (Sudbury) and Ray Bonin |
(Nickel Belt), were also highly critical. '

_But by '[hursday, aftera of the major players, the

«considerably. and business leaders
decided to create a committee to lobby the federal govern-
ment; they hope to get the Conservatives to reconsider.

Instead of a lot of yelling, name-calling (remember Bar-
tolucci calling Clement the minister of FedNot?) and politi- |
cal posturing, the committee’s members say they will try to ||
make an economic case for federal funding. .

The meeting, held at CEMI’s on the Laurentian
campus, featured Bartolucci, Kaiser, €z, Tepresenta- -
tives'of Xstrata Nickel, Vale hm;ﬁeﬁ:lan andthe f'neater
Sudbury Chamber of Commerce.

The group opted to form a four-member commlttee free of
political representation, to lobby the Conservative govern-
ment to support CEMI. The committee will include Kaiser
and representatives of Xstrata, Vale Inco and the chamber of
commerce. The group’s spokesman will be Mike Romaniuk,
vice-president of Xstrata Nickel’s Sudbury operations.

Bartolucci, taking a far more diplomatic tone on Thursday,
said the committee will look at other funding opportunities .
for CEMI and will “present their case in a proactive, positive
way.”




